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WILLI i J.“TENNY” CO/ITS 

Tenny Coats made 
his mark as one of 
East Central's most 
successful football 
coaches serving from 

1995 to 1998. He led 
the 1996 Warriors to 
a 10-1 mark, which included a win over 
Middle Georgia in the Golden Isles Bowl 
Classic and a No. 5 national ranking. 

He was also selected MACJC “Coach of 
the Tear.” His ECCC teams won 19 of 
their last 23 games, a feat unmatched 
to date. His successful coaching career 
also included stints as a head coach 
in various Mississippi high schools and 
at Pearl River Community College and 
as an assistant coach at Delta State 
University. He was inducted into the 
ECCC Athletic Hall of Tame in 2001. 
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Erelyn Bender was an 
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